Clinical spectrum of blunt tracheobronchial disruption illustrated by seven cases.
Tracheobronchial disruption resulting from blunt trauma is unusual, but when it does occur it can have serious immediate and delayed consequences. A high index of suspicion for this injury and an awareness of the variety of clinical, radiographic, and bronchoscopic presentations are the key elements in diagnosis. Our experience with seven patients with blunt tracheobronchial trauma seen from 1972 through 1980 is reviewed. Emphasis is placed on the importance of early diagnosis to avoid the complications associated with delayed repair.